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logical {or any governmeni to
ensure that ils intelligence officers
abide by their pledged word never
— not even after quitting the job —
fo reveal information acquired
while on the-joh.

~ Former CIA o[fxcel, Victor
Marchetli, 42, now a writer, disa-
grees;
panel .is hearing the argument
pleaded by the American Civil Lib-
erlies Union against a judge who
enjoined. I\lcuchotu from xevealmg
further secrets.

The significance of the case is

that the original judge, finding that
Marchetti had violated his secrecy
pledge, also granled the U.S. gov-
“ermment unprecedented prior res-
- traint via a civil suit process on his
writings on inlelligence subjects.,
Mucl less proof 1s needed fo show a
‘breach of contract -in civil court
than the heavy burden of proof
required in a criminal case, such as
that of Daniel Ellsberg's over the
Pentagon Papers.

Should the Marchetti case appeal
{ail, press contacts would be inhi-
bited with officials who would
become more vulnerable to "ovorn-
ment legal action. . \

Marchetti was a good intelligence
officer. Recruiled by the CIA out of
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, . ‘CIA to grealer congressional and
and a three-judge appealeemtstte scrutiny to force reform of .

7%/' m’dm #'s cloud-nine legic ™

Intelhgence being a key factor in
the “securily of any nation, it is

the classroom at Pennsy]vania State
University, he became an execulive
assistant at $25000 a year. He
resigned three years ago (o devote
his time, in lan Fleming style, to
writing spy novels and also non-fic-
tion intelligence topics.

Today Marchelti argues that he’s
justified in frying o open up the

its “clandestine-oriented”” practices.
He contends that the CIA is nof
qualificd {o judge what violafes
national security, \\hl(.h is a star-
tling argument..

The ACLU pleads that the judge’s
restraining order violates the First
Amendment guarantee of {ree
speech and a free press and that the
CIA cannolt enforce the secrecy
provisions of ils” employment con--.
tract. ¢

A never-never land of unrealism -~
opens up when anyone signing a
work contract reserves to himself
the right laler to break it. In this
instance, Marchetti used his
$25,000-a-year access to secrels to
make money laier by his spy novels.
If intelligence officers are allowed
to get away with that malarkey, the
CIA will become nol the guardian
but the sieve of this nation’s tope
secrets. , .WM""“M



